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During his tenure, Mr. Brooks served as the
Chairman of the King George County Board of
Supervisors five times, and as a member of
the King George County’s Social Services’
Board for 20 years.

| would like to thank Mr. Brooks for his
many contributions throughout his 26 year ca-
reer. | wish him, his wife Carolyn, and daugh-
ter Cayla, the best of luck in their future en-
deavors.

HONORING THE PROJECT SELF-
SUFFICIENCY 30TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Project Self-Sufficiency, based
in Newton, New Jersey, serving Sussex and
Warren counties, on the occasion of its 30th
Anniversary.

Project Self-Sufficiency was founded in
1987 with the core mission of improving fami-
lies’ lives by providing childcare, educating
and helping single parents find jobs. Since
1987, the organization continues to stay true
to its mission by emphasizing the importance
of community. Project Self-Sufficiency’s staff
members live in the community and many,
were once themselves, beneficiaries of its
services.

The first Founding Board President, Michael
J. Holub, played a huge role in creating the
essence of Project Self-Sufficiency. Michael
was a supporter in the early stages and
helped nurture the project into an organization
that works to enhance the lives of local com-
munity members every day.

One amazing story that comes to mind is
Matthew. Matthew was 17 years old when he
found out he had a daughter on the way. He
knew this would bring many changes and he
needed to, in his words, “man-up”. He went
from being a teenager sitting on his couch to
working a wide variety of jobs. Even though
he was making money, at 22, he still did not
have his high school diploma. When Matthew
joined New Jersey Youth Corps of Sussex,
which at the time was a new program, he
found the missing puzzle piece in his life.
Through this program he was able to gain ex-
perience at his community internships and
earn his GED. He graduated from the Youth
Corps and his daughter was able to witness
her father get his diploma and understand the
power of education.

Project Self-Sufficiency has grown tremen-
dously in the past 30 years in both the hearts
and homes of residents in Sussex and Warren
counties. The organization began with two
staff members, who within the first year, were
able to help 343 single parents and their chil-
dren. Project Self-Sufficiency began as a small
and passionate organization, which surpassed
public expectations.

More than 25,000 families have been
helped by Project Self-Sufficiency, not includ-
ing the 30,000 children whose quality of life
has improved immensely from this organiza-
tion. Project Self-Sufficiency has helped
12,000 adults in the surrounding area in ca-
reer training, and out of that number, 9,000
adults have been granted employment. This
organization has conducted over 38,000 home
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visits and has helped families in need receive
services from Project Self-Sufficiency.

Project Self-Sufficiency has always put their
clients first, which is what makes them con-
tinue to be the successful organization it is
today.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating Project Self-
Sufficiency on the occasion of its 30th
Anniversary.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF POLICE
CAMERA ACT

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the Police Creating Accountability
by Making Effective Recording Act, also
known as the Police CAMERA Act, a bill | in-
troduced earlier today with more than a dozen
of my colleagues here in the House and in co-
ordination with Senators BRIAN SCHATZ and
RAND PAUL who introduced the bill today in the
Senate. If enacted, this bill would establish a
grant program to assist state and local law en-
forcement with the deployment of body-worn
camera programs.

Safe communities require good police.

Good policing requires public trust.

Unfortunately, in far too many communities,
that trust has become strained.

In the wake of recent police shootings, our
nation is facing sobering questions about the
basic fairness of our criminal justice system.
We face sobering questions about race.

Over the past several years, the wider avail-
ability of video has shined a much-needed
light on police use of deadly force. Without
video of places like North Charleston, Staten
Island, Chicago, Cleveland, Baton Rouge,
Tulsa and Falcon Heights, Minnesota the
world might never know what occurred.

The more we see of these types of videos,
the more we are left to wonder about all the
incidents that were not recorded.

Had there been better video of the shooting
of Darrius Stewart in my home town of Mem-
phis, it might have helped to better inform the
grand jury that, sadly, refused to indict the po-
lice officer who was responsible.

Justice is supposed to be blind, but it is not
supposed to be blind to the facts.

Police body cameras can help provide evi-
dence and restore some much-needed trust.

They can protect both police and citizens
alike.

The vast majority of police are well mean-
ing, dedicated public servants, and we depend
upon them to keep us safe from criminals.
They have dangerous jobs, as we have seen
all too frequently.

But the fact remains some officers go be-
yond the law in a callous disregard for due
process. Their actions damage the public trust
that is essential for good police to be able to
serve and protect our communities.

Police body cameras, alone, won'’t solve this
problem. But they are an important step in the
right direction.

I would like to thank Senators SCHATZ and
PAUL for their leadership on this issue and for
partnering with me on this legislation.

| also thank my colleagues who have signed
on as cosponsors of this legislation and | urge
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all Members to help pass the Police CAMERA
Act quickly.

HONORING TENNESSEE STATE
UNIVERSITY IN NASHVILLE,
TENNESSEE

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Tennessee State University for its 45
years of participation in the Federal Depository
Library Program. Tennessee State University
and its renowned library are not only invalu-
able to the Middle Tennessee community, but
to America.

Tennessee State University has been a sta-
ple of the community for more than a century.
Its library is unique and filled with knowledge.
In 1945, Ms. Lois H. Daniel was appointed the
director. She led the library for 31 years,
reaching new heights and creating the Library
Service Program to train school librarians. She
also ushered in a new partnership in 1972
when Tennessee State University joined the
Federal Depository Library Program.

Through the Federal Depository Library Pro-
gram, Tennessee State University helps main-
tain access to government documents for the
entire nation. It preserves history by storing
and providing public access to our laws, rules,
research, and other documents. The Library
Service Program has thrived at Tennessee
State University, and now it is leading the way
in transitioning to the digital age. It is fitting
that a historic university with a bright future
should be a caretaker for our government’s
documents.

| would also like to honor the countless peo-
ple that have helped grow the Library Service
Program, including Dr. Evelyn Fancher, Dr.
Yildiz Binkley, Dr. Murle Kenerson, Ms. La-
verne Walker, Ms. Jessie Hughes, Mr. Crayton
Dudley, Ms. Sharon Johnson, Ms. Saundra
Peterson, Ms. Anita Etheridge, and Ms. Angel
Sloss.

| am proud to celebrate Tennessee State
University’s Martha M. Brown/Lois H. Daniel
Library. It has served our nation well during its
first 45 years of public service as a Federal
Depository Library.

HONORING BRIDGETTE BEATTY
JONES

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mrs. Bridgette Beatty Jones, former
District Office Manager of Mississippi’s “Fight-
ing 4th” Congressional District.

| am blessed with a team of professionals
who hit the ground running when | first came
to Congress in 2011. The transition to a new
office could have been overwhelming but for
the energy and leadership of Bridgette Jones
leading the way for my team in the district.

One important aspect of Bridgette’s work
was planning and executing public events,
such as the Congressional Art Competition,
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our Salute to the Military, our Youth Leader-
ship Summit, and our Military Service Acad-
emy Day. Today, on the occasion of our an-
nual Academy Day, | salute Bridgette in ap-
preciation for her passionate leadership of this
event.

Like the nominees and academy cadets
Bridgette worked with over the years, she too
represents the qualities of an excellent acad-
emy candidate. In addition to her sharp, pro-
fessional, albeit pint-sized, appearance,
Bridgette possesses amazing intelligence, a
devotion to serving her community, a powerful
work ethic, seemingly endless athleticism—es-
pecially on the tennis court—and a noble char-
acter.

On my staff, she best understood the proc-
ess of Academy Day, from coordinating with
academy representatives and service mem-
bers, schools, and families involved in the
event, right down to the smallest detail.
Bridgette’s contagious enthusiasm was greatly
appreciated, as she facilitated the work of the
selection board and the cadet nominees who
would come to represent our district at the
academies.

For these reasons, and so many more, | am
proud and grateful for the opportunity to honor
Bridgette Jones, my friend and former District
Office Manager on the House floor today. |
wish her and her husband, Bud Jones, as well
as their children, Paige and A.J., all the best
for the future, and thank her for her service to
South Mississippi. Bridgette will always be a
member of Team Palazzo.

———

2017 MERIT SCHOLARS

HON. TOM EMMER

OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize seven students from my district who
have received 2017 National Merit Scholar-
ships.

The criteria that must be met to receive one
of these scholarships is quite difficult. In fact,
of the 15,000 finalists selected, only half will
actually receive scholarships.

The recipients of this prestigious scholarship
are Connor Schmidt of Ham Lake, Benjamin
Caswell of Shoreview, Raffi Toghramadijan of
Blaine, Rachel Cho of Blaine, Piper
Christenson of Spring Lake Park, Catherine
Lewis of Blaine, and Kenneth Truong of Coon
Rapids.

Each one of these students has big plans
for their future, which include careers in medi-
cine, science, and engineering—all fields that
are critically important to the success of our
nation.

| congratulate each of these students on re-
ceiving this scholarship, and | look forward to
watching them achieve great success in their
respective careers.

Good work and good luck.
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HONORING JACOBY CREEK
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Jacoby Creek Elementary School,
which was selected as a 2017 National Blue
Ribbon School, in the Exemplary High Per-
forming Schools category, by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. This highly competitive
award reflects outstanding academic achieve-
ment and the highest caliber of professional
service and family and community engage-
ment.

With over 400 students from a variety of so-
cioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds through-
out rural Humboldt County, Jacoby Creek Ele-
mentary School offers a well-rounded edu-
cational program that challenges its students
academically in a safe and inclusive climate
while fostering a lifelong love of learning. In
addition to a staff dedicated to helping stu-
dents meet their fullest potential, Jacoby
Creek Elementary School’s educational suc-
cess is uniquely supported by extremely high
parent and community participation in all as-
pects of the school program. The school has
earned a strong reputation for academic excel-
lence and prides itself on developing students
who are kind, productive, and considerate citi-
zens.

Mr. Speaker, this hard-earned distinction re-
flects a true community success. From the
amazing students and their families to the
staff, administrators, and extended community,
Jacoby Creek Elementary School has devel-
oped an effective education model for the
state and nation, empowering students of
today to be the problem-solvers, inventors,
and pioneers of tomorrow. Please join me in
congratulating Jacoby Creek Elementary
School on this impressive achievement.

————

HONORING THE CALDWELL PUBLIC
LIBRARY’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Caldwell Public Library, lo-
cated in the Borough of Caldwell, New Jersey,
on the occasion of its 100th Anniversary.

The forerunner of the present Caldwell Pub-
lic Library dates back to the post-Revolu-
tionary War era. Pioneers purchased books
and founded a library in 1804. The number of
books increased relatively few to over five
hundred volumes in the ensuing years. As a
result of personal or home ownership of
books, the interest in the library waned, result-
ing in its dissolution in 1835.

In early 1894, Caldwell High School held a
faculty meeting to discuss reading material for
students. At that time, nothing was available
except books owned by the residents in the
community. After several meetings concerning
this matter, the committee concluded that a li-
brary was needed for the students as well as
for the greater public.

On December 4, 1894, the library opened
its doors and the circulation for that first day
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was thirty-five books. Patrons paid a very
small fee to borrow books. For several years,
this was the sole source of library revenue.

By 1907, Professor Hedden, Superintendent
of Schools, requested the Caldwell Borough
Council to submit to the voters a referendum
to establish a free library under the State Li-
brary Act. The measure was ultimately accept-
ed and approved.

On June 8, 1908 a letter from the Carnegie
Library Foundation offered a sum of seven
thousand five hundred dollars to construct a li-
brary. For the next nine years, the library
board was confronted with problems, which
hindered the construction of a new edifice. Ac-
quiring a suitable location was the principal
issue, until Mr. George W. Canfield of West
Caldwell, generously donated $2,000.00 to-
ward the purchase of a site for the library.
With the contribution, and donations from
other interested persons, a total of $3,000.00
was accumulated to purchase a new location.

On October 12, 1917 the Caldwell Library
was formally dedicated. Mayor Peck, who, at
the time, was President of the Library Trust-
ees, was delivered the key of the building.

During the First World War, the Council of
National Defense made an appeal for maga-
zines and books for soldiers on transport
ships. Miss Hasler designated the library as a
collection center for books from this area. The
public responded enthusiastically by donating
more than five hundred volumes.

On Armistice Day, November 12, 1919, two
bronze tablets, installed on each side of the
front entrance of the Caldwell Library, were
dedicated and unveiled during auspicious
ceremonies. On Memorial Day and Veterans
Day, the James Caldwell Post 185 of the
American Legion, and various local veterans
organizations conduct joint exercises at this
memorial.

This event served as a turning point for
Caldwell, in that the library became a focal
point for the community; generating civic vol-
unteerism. The “Friends of the Library,” con-
tinue to this day to promote its goals.

The purpose and aim of Caldwell library is
to meet the cultural and intellectual needs of
the people of the area. It is with this goal in
mind that the library hopes to continue and ex-
pand its services to the community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in congratulating the Caldwell
Public Library on the occasion of its Centen-
nial Anniversary.

RECOGNIZING DOUG McCUMBER
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 4, 2017

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before
you today to recognize Doug McCumber for
his leadership and service to his community of
Tuscola, IL.

Doug graduated from Tuscola High School
in 1967 and then the University of lllinois in
1971. After graduating from the University of
lllinois, Doug began his 40 year career in
banking and a life dedicated to his community.
Over time, Doug served in many capacities
such as the President of Tuscola’s Rotary
Club, Chamber of Commerce, and Community
Development Corporation. Doug was also ac-
tive in Tuscola’s United Methodist Church as
a member of its Board of Trustees.
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